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Airport Visioning Report

In August 2018, the DeKalb Peachtree Airport (PDK) began preparations of its 2040 Master
Plan with funding support from the airport, Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT)
and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).
The primary purpose of this Airport Master Plan is to provide detailed plans for the continued
development of the airport to meet the needs of DeKalb County, the flying public, tenants
and surrounding community. This effort focuses on a 20-year strategic plan for the airport
to consider the changes needed to aviation facilities, ground access and transportation,
environmental measures and non-aeronautical development to guarantee the airport is
safe, efficient and capable of handling forecasted future growth.
The study examined a twenty year planning horizon of 0-5 years, 6-10 years, and 11-20
years. The first phase generally identified the vision that PDK wants to embody, examined
existing facility conditions or non-compliance to FAA’s design standards and analyzed
aeronautical demand. The following phase evaluated the facilities and resources needed
to accommodate anticipated growth derived from the approved aeronautical forecast.
The master plan also evaluated the costs associated with the alternative concepts and
established a timeline and financial strategy for their implementation.
The results of this study highlight the final preferred development plan for infrastructure
improvements at PDK totaling $77.9 million in improvements over the next twenty years. The
final products of the study consist of the airport layout plan drawing set and a technical
narrative report. The airport layout plan (ALP) is a graphic depiction of the recommended
facility improvement that are planned for PDK. While the narrative report provides insight
on the Airport’s overall condition and reason behind facility recommendations. In order to
secure state and federal funding, projects must be displayed on an approved ALP.
Recommendations in the master plan will support PDK’s Vision to be the southeast’s
finest general aviation airport by providing operation of a business-oriented airport in a
safe, efficient and fiscally responsible manner while preserving the quality of life of the
community.
Sincerely,

Mario Evans, C.M.
PDK Airport Director
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Airport

BACKGROUND
Plans to build an airport to serve the
region and potentially nation began
in 1940 after a World War I (WWI)
training camp, Camp Gordon, sold
the land to DeKalb County with the
intent of building an airport. World
War II (WWII) began and shortly
thereafter, the U.S. Navy leased the
entire property and constructed
a Navy Reserve training station.
Eventually, the airport became large
enough to commission as a full Naval
Air Station. The Naval Air Station
continued to operate at PDK for 20
years until it was handed over to the
County in 1959 and became totally
available for civilian use.
DeKalb Peachtree Airport is located
in the City of Chamblee, which sits
inside DeKalb County in northeast
metropolitan of Atlanta. The airport is
adjacent to the cities of Brookhaven,
Dunwoody and Doraville and is
located near the major business
districts of Atlanta, including 8 miles
north of Decatur, 12 miles northeast
of downtown Atlanta, 8 miles east of
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Buckhead, 6 miles east of Lindbergh
and 4 miles southeast of Perimeter
Center. Atlanta Hartsfield Jackson
International Airport (ATL), which
is the world’s busiest airport, is
approximately 22 miles away.
Interstate 285 is accessible by
Peachtree Boulevard in 4 miles
and Interstate 85 is attainable by
Clairmont Road in 3 miles. Georgia
State Route 13 (Buford Highway)
borders the east side of the Airport
while Dresden Drive lines the south
portion of the Airport.
The Airport encompasses roughly
980 acres of land. PDK is the second
busiest airport in the state of Georgia,
ranking second behind ATL. In 2018,
an approximately over 159,000 were
recorded by the Airport. PDK remains
the most active general aviation (GA)
airport in the state of Georgia and is
ranked amongst the top busiest GA
facilities in the nation.
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FACILITY
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RUNWAYS
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HELIPAD

The Airport currently has three runways
and one helipad. Parallel runways are
oriented in the northeast southwest
direction (designated “3-21”) and is
intersected by a runway oriented in
the northwest-southeastern direction
(designated 16-34). Two of these runways,
Runways 3L-21R and 16-34 are 100 feet
wide while Runway 3R-21L is 100 feet wide
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355

BASED AIRCRAFT

and are solely used for general aviation
activities. The helipad which is located
north of Runway End 16 is approximately
56 feet by 56 feet and is typically used for
media and general aviation purposes. The
taxiway system at the Airport consist of
three parallel taxiways (Taxiway A, Taxiway
B, and Taxiway D) and six connecting
taxiway segments.
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ROLE

Before projecting future aviation demand, it is
significant to initially understand the role of the
Airport on a national and statewide level. Along
with serving the general aviation needs of Atlanta’s metropolitan, the Airport also plays a significant role in the aviation system of Georgia and
the nation by relieving Atlanta Hartsfield Jackson
Intl. Airport (ATL) aeronautical traffic.
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National Role

The National Plan of Integrated Airport
Systems (NPIAS) identifies airports
that are important to the national
air transportation system. There are
currently 3,321 airports included within
the national system that are eligible
to receive federal grant funding under
the Airport Improvement Plan (AIP) and
are considered necessary in order to
provide an efficient, safe and integrated
national airport system. According
to FAA’s NPIAS, PDK is grouped as a
Nonprimary General Aviation – Reliever
Airport. The term “reliever” indicates
that other airports in the Atlanta metro
rely on PDK to help accommodate the
general aviation demand for general
aviation services in the region. Without
facilities designated to meet the needs
of aviation in the region, airports such
as ATL, the busiest airport in the world,
would be at or exceeding capacity due
to the increase level of general aviation
activity that would use the airport.
In 2012, the FAA further defined the
roles of General Aviation airports in
General Aviation Airports: A National
Asset (known as the ASSET report). This
comprehensive study developed the
following categories of general aviation
airports: National, Regional, Local, Basic,
and Unclassified. PDK is considered in
the ASSET report as a National Airport.

State Role

The Georgia Aviation System Plan
is a state level planning document
prepared by GDOT. Most recently
updated in 2019, the system plan
evaluated all public-use general
aviation airports in Georgia and

classified each according to the type
of aviation demand served. PDK is
classified as a Level III airport, a Business
Airport of Regional Impact and of
significant importance to the state’s
aviation needs.
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The Master Planning Process

In August 2018, the County authorized the preparation of DeKalb Peachtree Airport
(PDK) 2040 Master Plan with funding support from the Airport, Georgia Department
of Transportation (GDOT) and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) funding. The last
master plan was attempted but was not completed in 2006. The DeKalb Peachtree
Airport Master Plan 2040 is a visionary and strategic document detailing planning
initiatives for the airport.

PHASE 1

STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT

GOALS &
OBJECTIVES

The primary purpose of this Airport
Master Plan is to provide detailed
plans for the continue development
of the airport to meet the needs of
DeKalb County, ultimately Airport staff
and users, tenants and surrounding
community. This effort focuses on a
20-year strategic plan for the airport
to consider the changes needed in
aviation facilities, ground access
and transportation, environmental
measures and non-aeronautical
development to guarantee the airport is
safe, efficient and capable of handling
future growth. The study typically looks
at the planning horizon of 0-5 years,
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS

AERONAUTICAL
FORECAST

6-10 years, and 11-20 years. The first
phase generally identifies the vision
that PDK wants to embody, addresses
existing facility conditions or noncompliance to FAA’s design standards
and analyzes aeronautical demand.
The following phase typically addresses
the facilities and resources needed
to accommodate anticipated growth
derived from an approved aeronautical
forecast. The master plan also helps
evaluate the cost associated with the
alternative concepts and establishes a
timeline and financial strategy for their
implementation.
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PHASE 2

NEEDS
ASSESSMENT

DEVELOPMENT
OPTIONS

IMPLEMENTATION
PLAN

P U B LI C

STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT

FINAL
DELIVERABLES

INVOLVEMENT

The results of this study will highlight the final preferred alternative
which is selected by the Airport. The final product of the study
will consist of an airport layout plan drawing set and a technical
narrative report. The airport layout plan (ALP) is a graphic depiction
of the recommended facility improvement that are planned for PDK.
While the narrative report provides insight on the Airport’s overall
condition and reason behind facility recommendations. In order to
secure state and federal funding, projects must be displayed on an
approved ALP.
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Master Plan Public
Involvement Campaign
The initial process for conducting the master plan was a series of meetings with
Stakeholder Advisory Committees, which consisted of three groups:
•
•
•

Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC) - members from the surrounding
community
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) - Airport users and tenants
Intergovernmental Advisory Committee (ICC) - surrounding municipal
planning and economic development staff

Each committee met individually with the master plan team. All members were
given the opportunity to contribute in the development of master plan objectives,
goals, and evaluations. They also offered input on any issues, helped identify
potential impacts early in the planning process, and advised their respected
community on long-term plans.
In efforts to publicize the master plan, a project website (www.pdkmasterplan. com)
was established to inform the public of meetings, provide access to documents for
review and comments, and enable submission of comments to incorporate into
planning efforts. The website acts as a reliable sounding board for the public.
There was a series of public workshops to introduce the project to the greater
community and to review and provide comments on a number of alternative
developments. The Airport and the master plan teams made it a priority to share
timely, comprehensive, and useful information.
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Aeronautical Demand Forecasts
The forecast of aviation activity demand provides a basis for determining the
facility requirements and the type, size, and timing of aviation development. Activity
projections are made based on estimated socioeconomic trends, growth rates,
industrial trends and other factors. Forecasts are prepared for the short-term (0-5
years), the intermediate-term (6-10 years) and the long term (11-20 years) planning
periods. Consequently, the forecast influences virtually all phases of the planning
process.
The aeronautical demand forecast consists of the following:
Various sources of information are used to predict aeronautical demand, aiding to
identify future facility requirements to better serve airport users. Two of the most
signification elements of the aviation demand is the projected operations and
based aircraft activity. Total operations are divided into two categories (1) local and
(2) itinerant. Local operations include takeoffs and landings which remain within
20 miles of PDK. Itinerant operations are aircraft arrivals and departures that come
from outside of the 20-mile radius of PDK.
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TAKEOFFS & LANDINGS AT PDK
218,797 projected by 2040
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PDK had 159,439 takeoffs and landings in 2018 and according to
the forecast is expected to increase to 218,797 by 2040.

BASED AIRCRAFT PROJECTION
487 projected by 2040
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Based aircraft activity is defined as those aircrafts that are based at
an airport for majority of the year. In 2018, there were 355 registered
based aircraft at PDK, which is forecasted to grow to 487 by 2040.
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Goals & Objectives
Goals and objectives of the master plan have been
developed based on stakeholder input in accordance
with the existing PDK Airport Vision and Mission Statement
established by DeKalb County. These ideals are:

AIRPORT VISION:

PDK’s vision is to be the Southeast’s
finest general aviation airport.

AIRPORT MISSION STATEMENT:

Provide for the operations of a business-oriented airport in
a safe, efficient, and fiscally responsible manner. Preserve
the quality of life of the community, investing into its
employees, recognizing a partnership among residents,
general aviation, and general aviation interests.
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In support of these ideals, the master plan focuses on the following five objectives.
Objective 1. Enhance Airport Communications to Airport Stakeholders.

PDK recognized a need to enhance its communications efforts with stakeholders. The Airport
established a commitment to improve communications throughout the master plan process and into
its day-to-day operations.

Objective 2. Modernization of Airport Facilities.

Much of PDK’s infrastructure was constructed by the military in the 1940s during WWII and during
the 1960s - 1980s as the airport grew into a busy general aviation airport. These facilities have been
evaluated for their efficiency, function, and useful life. Options to improve airport infrastructure over the
next 20 years are included in the master plan.

Objective 3. Insure and Enhance Compatible Land Use.

PDK is located in a highly desirable community of metropolitan Atlanta - within the City of Chamblee
and adjacent to Brookhaven, Doraville, Dunwoody, and Unincorporated DeKalb County. Thorough
communication of future plans and goals have been essential in creating a mutually beneficial
environment that increases PDK’s equity as a community asset, improves quality of life for citizens, and
maintains safe and efficient use of the airport.

Objective 4. Foster Economic Development and Strong Economic Tax Base.

PDK offers a transportation gateway that attracts desirable economic development to the community
and provides a valuable tax base. PDK will identify improvements and recommend options to further
optimize the economic aspects of the Airport while preserving compatible land use and enhancing the
safety and operational capability of the airport.

Objective 5. Respond to Aeronautical Demand.

Committed to becoming the finest general aviation airport in the southeast, PDK ensures that its facilities
adequately serve existing airport activity while also establishing an implementation schedule for short,
intermediate, and long-term improvements based upon the master plan’s goals and objectives.

Objective 6. Ensure Safety and Security of the Traveling Public.

The plan identifies options to strengthen the safety and security of travelers, including improved airport
design guidelines, advances in technology, reviews of safety guidelines, improvements to fencing and
access control, and enhanced poor weather safety.
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Master Plan Recommendations
Master Plan Projects

0-5 Years

5-10 Years

10-20 Years

Project Cost

Airside Projects
Southwest Quadrant Development

$12,321,000

$12,321,000

Proposed Eastside Ops - South T-Hangars

$6,825,000

$6,825,000

Proposed Eastside Ops - North VOR Area

$10,701,000

$10,701,000

Proposed Inert Landfill Removal
Runway Incursion Mitigation
Runway 34 RSA

$1,800,000

$1,800,000

$350,000

$350,000

Propose Parallel Taxiway (Eastside)
Proposed MALSR Upgrade
Obstruction Removal

$3,000,000

$3,000,000

$3,050,000

$3,050,000

$1,150,000

$1,150,000

$1,000,000

$1,000,000

21L-3R Pavement Maintenance

$458,936

$458,936

$917,872

$1,835,743

21R-3L Pavement Maintenance

$69,750

$69,750

$139,500

$279,000

16-34 Pavement Maintenance

$595,750

$595,750

$1,191,500

$2,383,000

Taxiways Maintenance

$794,927

$794,927

$1,589,854

$3,179,707

$1,797,423

$1,797,423

$3,594,846

$7,189,691

$50,000

$50,000

Apron Maintenance
Remove Tiedowns (Park Area)
Proposed NW County T-Hangar Replacement

$1,000,000

$1,000,000

Proposed Tiedown Apron
Total Airside Projects

$21,337,785

$6,716,785

$100,000

$100,000

$28,159,571

$56,214,141

Landside Projects
$500,000

$500,000

Admin Building Renovation

$11,000,000

$11,000,000

Admin Parking Deck

$8,297,500

$8,297,500

Rehabilitate Flightway Drive

$500,000

$500,000

Rehabilitate Corsair Drive

$500,000

$500,000

Rehabilitate Airport Road

$175,000

$175,000

Remove County Sanitation

$500,000

$500,000

Dresden Drive Streetscapes

$250,000

$250,000

Relocate Flightway Drive Entrance

Total Landside Projects

Cost Based on Years of Implementation
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$925,000

$20,797,500

$22,262,785

$27,514,285

$                   -

$28,159,571

$21,722,500

$77,936,641
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PHASING PLAN
Short Term (0-5 Years)
Intermediate Term (6-10 Years)
Long Term (11-20 Years)
Throughout Planning Horizon
Opportunistic
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2000 Airport Rd, Atlanta, GA 30341
Airport Administration: 770-936-5440
www.pdkairport.com

